
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1904.] DIGEST OF RECENT VIRGINIA DECISIONS. 913 

Hicks v. Chesapeake & Ohio Railway Co. — Decided at Rich- 
mond, December 9, 1903. — Harrison J. Absent, Buchanan, J: 

1. Chesapeake & Ohio Railway Co. — Public highways — Repairs. The 
obligation of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway Company, if any, to keep in 
repair bridges on its right of way which constitute a part of the public 
highway, is a common law liability growing out of the interference of its 
predecessor in title with the public highway, and is not a charter obligation. 

2. Municipal Corporations — Streets — Power and duty to control. When 
a municipality is empowered to control and keep its streets in order it is 
charged with a positive duty to do so of which it cannot relieve itself by 
any act of its own. All municipalities are so empowered in this state by 
Code, sec. 1038. 

3. Municipal Corporations — Streets — Dedication — Acceptance — Ultra 
vires act. While a town cannot convey the rights of the public in its 
streets, nor transfer to others its duty in respect thereto, it may assume 
exclusive control over and responsibility for its streets and release third 
persons from any responsibility in relation thereto, and a deed duly signed 
and delivered by which a town assumes such control of a bridge within its 
corporate limits and releases a third party from all duty, obligation or lia- 
bility in respect thereto, constitutes a dedication of the bridge to the public 
use and a complete and formal acceptance thereof by the town. 



